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reconsider their announcement, he pressed for permission to
announce as an alternative the Bonham-Garter proposals. He
stated:
If during the next seven days I can be authorized to
announce that H.M.G. provisionally approve of the Con-
stitutional proposals made by me and have instructed me
to communicate them to leading inhabitants with a view to
giving effect to them in the autumn, there are grounds for
hoping that we shall be able to count on the support of a
strong block of moderate opinion. Once this is done we
shall be in a position to deal with extremists.
An announcement that Sir Percy Cox will shortly return
as High Commissioner would also be of great value in
this connection.
I beg for orders on these lines at the earliest possible date.x
Additional opinion from the Bonham-Carter Committee,
repudiating the authority and the ability of the Councils, was
also dispatched as confirming his viewpoint.2 In putting for-
ward their views the Committee seemed to forget, however,
that the initiation and development of the Councils had been
originally suggested cto secure full benefit of co-operation by
tribal leaders and large landowners in the administration of
these territories', and in the expectation that 'the constitution of
a future advisory or Legislative Assembly for the whole of
Mesopotamia, when the time is ripe, will be much facilitated
by the development of these bodies and of the Municipal
Councils'.3 The Councils had been sanctioned by H.M.
Government, in April, 1919, with that end in view: a prelimin-
ary step towards an indigenous government. The Committee
apparently overlooked the fact that the declaration by the
Hilla Divisional Councils had already been used as evidence of
1 Telegram No. 5559.
2 Telegram No. 5611, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, May
loth, 1920
3 Telegram No. 9696, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November loth,
1918.
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